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Filed for intro on  06/06/2000

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 814
By  McDonald

A RESOLUTION to commend Bill Johnson for his honorable and
astute service to the people of Tennessee.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pause to

specially recognize those estimable public servants who have dedicated their professional

careers and personal excellence to improving the quality of life for their fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, Bill Johnson is one such person who evinces the greatest integrity in all his

chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, born on August 21, 1936 in Milam County, Texas, the son of a farmer, Bill

Johnson moved with his family to Houston, Texas, where he graduated from Jeff Davis High

School in 1954; and

WHEREAS, while attending high school Bill met Margie Ann Smith, and this fine couple

have shared a blessed union since they were joined in holy matrimony in 1955; and

WHEREAS, Mr. and Mrs. Johnson moved to San Antonio where Bill was stationed in the

U.S. Air Force at Lackland Air Force Base; and

WHEREAS, he served with great probity at Lackland and was transferred to Washington

D.C. to the Office of Special Investigation; he completed his meritorious term of service and

returned to Texas in 1963; and
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WHEREAS, Bill Johnson began his tenure in the ministry while working as a U.S. Post

Office letter carrier; he dedicated his efforts to the postal service during the day and performed

his personal evangelical work with the North Houston Church of Christ at night; and

WHEREAS, his calling to the ministry took him to the Roxie Church of Christ near

Natchez, Mississippi where he preached the word of the Lord to the congregation on a full-time

basis; and

WHEREAS, this remarkable man was then led to the Louisiana border to Ferriday where

he preached at Ferriday Church of Christ; and

WHEREAS, in 1967, he traveled to Australia to share the good news of Christ on the

first of many overseas trips which included stops in Bangor, North Ireland, and Port Elizabeth,

South Africa; and

WHEREAS, after moving with his family to West Monroe, Mr. Johnson continued his

commitment to teaching the Bible, by sharing his knowledge, talents, and Christian beliefs with

men at the Whites Ferry Road School of Biblical Studies, where he served for 18 years; and

WHEREAS, he also traveled for the American Military Evangelizing Nations, talking to

the military, whose soldiers would carry the Gospel to the nations they visited; and

WHEREAS, the love and faith of this outstanding man have been felt throughout the

world; he has visited and taught or preached in 46 states in the United States and on six

continents, in more than 60 countries; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson has carried food and medical supplies into Hungary, Poland

and West Africa; his dual ministry has been to reach out to the poor with benevolence, to

distribute humanitarian aid all over the world and preach the gospel; and

WHEREAS, Bill Johnson's dedication to the ministry has enabled him to produce 21

books of Bible classroom sessions on cassettes, and he is working on a project to put those

sessions on CDs; and

WHEREAS, in 1985, Mr. Johnson moved once again with his family to the West Coast

where they lived for three years; during that time, he raised money and food for the City of
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Children, a child care home on the Baja Peninsula where parents who could not afford to

provide for their children left them to be reared; and

WHEREAS, the Johnsons' first moved to Tennessee in 1988 when Mr. Johnson began

preaching at the Joelton Church of Christ; he remained there for two years and then became the

National Coordinator for the One Nation Under God, in Cookeville, which sent a mailing to every

home in America with a message from the Bible; and

WHEREAS, Bill played a prominent role in the formation of a talk show, whereby

panelists answered questions about the Bible; he was also a panelist and the national

coordinator of the television program for Campaign America, which was overseen by the

Hillsboro Church of Christ in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, a partnership was formed between Mr. Johnson and the Rivergate

Church of Christ in Madison that continues today; part of his work with the church focuses on

world evangelism, as he has traveled 31 times to Romania to establish churches; and

WHEREAS, in the Ukraine, he taught men and women the Bible, and he has taught in

Albania, Russia, Scotland, and Greece, spending about five months each year overseas; and

WHEREAS, a civic-minded individual, Mr. Johnson is a highly respected member of his

community; and

WHEREAS, in 1998, he was elected mayor of the Walnut Grove community which was

formed to avoid annexation by neighboring areas in order to maintain a rural lifestyle; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson has distinguished himself as a public-spirited citizen of the

highest order and an exceptional asset to his community; and

WHEREAS, Bill Johnson's outstanding success as a public servant and civic leader is

directly attributable to his reliance on the time-honored values of hard work and common sense

and his uncommon ability to work well with people from all walks of life; and

WHEREAS, Bill is an extremely giving person who often reaches out with compassion to

people whom life has treated unkindly, and he epitomizes the ideal of the consummate

professional, dedicated Christian servant and reliable friend and neighbor; and
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WHEREAS, despite his recent battle with cancer, Mr. Johnson continues to teach the

Gospel from a hospital bed in his living room where friends and students visit him; and

WHEREAS, his perseverance, deeply rooted faith, and constant striving to glorify God

serve as excellent models for all of us to live by; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson enjoys the love and companionship of his wife; they are the

proud parents of three daughters and grandparents of six grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, Mr. Johnson is wholly committed to the noble precepts of public service that

have earned Tennessee recognition as the "Volunteer State," and he should be specially

recognized; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

FIRST GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we hereby commend Mr. Bill Johnson for his honorable and astute service

to the good people of Tennessee and salute his unswerving commitment to living a Christian life

with courage and conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


